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TERMS OF OFFICE

The most up to date legislation regarding qualifications for Local Councillors can be found in Local Government Act 1972 s.79(1).  The rules are summarised below.
The qualification to be elected and to be a councillor for a parish in England or a community in Wales is the same as that for a principal council, references to the area of the authority being to the area of the parish or community with two modifications as follows.
1. To (a) to (d) is added the alternative qualification that the candidate has, during the whole of the 12 months preceding both his nomination day and the day of election, resided either in the parish or within 4.8km of it. 
2. Where a casual vacancy occurs in a parish council, the election may not be preceded by the formal nomination of candidates and, in that event, references to 12 months preceding nomination day do not apply and the requirement relates only to the day of election.
 
The qualifications as modified by the above are as follows:
 
The candidate must:
 
• be at least 18 years old
 
• be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of any member state of the European Union, and 
 
• meet at least one of the following four qualifications:
 
a. You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the parish/community in which you wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards. 

b. You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish/community area during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election.

c. Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your nomination and the day of election has been in the parish/community area. 

d. You have lived in the parish/community area or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election.
 
It should be borne in mind that the above qualifications are alternatives and, whilst a member may have more than one, only one is necessary.
 
The day of election is interchangeable with the day of co-option for in the Representation of the People Act 1985 (RPA 1985 s.21.) it is stated that:
 
Where, at an ordinary election of parish or community councillors in England and Wales, an insufficient number of persons are, or remain, validly nominated to fill all the vacancies, the following measures may be taken to deal with the situation:
 
Provided that the number of newly elected members of the council in question constitutes a quorum for meetings of the council (under the Local Government Act 1972), those newly elected members may co-opt any similarly qualified person or persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies.
 
OR
 
The district council or Welsh county or county borough council may exercise their powers under s.39(4) to fill any vacancy or vacancies not so filled, but they are prohibited from so acting before the expiry of a period of 35 days, beginning with the day on which the election was held.
 
Slinfold Parish Council


Cherrytree Farm, Hayes Lane West Sussex RH14 0SQ   email:clerk@slinfold-pc.gov.uk

















